[image: image1.png]These fairly obvious facts are further obscured by the
common tendency to use the terms ‘technical invention’ and
‘technology’ as if they were equivalent. This is particularly so
in the adjective, when people describe some element of the
development of a device — in engineering, for example —as a
technological problem or a technological breakthrough. But
the distinction between techniques and technologies is
crucial, especially in the context of this general inquiry. A
technique is a particular skill or application of a skill. A
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