Call of Papers for a Symposium for the 2nd Congress of the International Society for Cultural and Activity Research (ISCAR)

„Ecologies of Diversities: The Developmental and Historical Interarticulation of Human Mediational Forms“

University of California, San Diego, CA, USA

September 8-13, 2008

Webpage of the Conference: http://iscar2008.com/home.html

What is ISCAR: http://www.iscar.org/iscar.html
Title of the Symposium: 
Children & Otherness. What happens when anthropology of childhood, feminist studies and socio-cultural-historical psychology meet? 

Symposium Organizer & Contact: 

Michalis Kontopodis (PhD in Psychology), Research Associate, Humbodt University of Berlin, Email: michalis.kontopodis@staff.hu-berlin.de

Format: 4 paper presentations (please submit an abstract of 400-500 words) & one discussant (still open, please indicate interest)  

Deadline for the Submission of Summaries: 10th February

Summary of the Symposium: 

A great deal of socio-cultural-historical theory and research deals with issues related to learning, education, and children’s development. Concepts such as appropriation, agency, activity, culture, and meaning are central to this kind of theory and research. They are important themes in the work of such socio-cultural scholars as Cole, Davydov, Engeström, Hedegaard, Lave, Rogoff, Valsiner—to name only the English-speakers. At the same time, a growing body of research on children and childhood emphasizes meaning and agency but belongs to other theoretical directions such as feminist theory or the  anthropology of childhood. Whether researching girls’ understanding of science or children’s perspective  of their neighborhood, these approaches often refer explicitly to power relations and use concepts such as otherness, subjectivity, performativity and action. Common to all socio-cultural-historical theory and research, these approaches situate the researched phenomena in concrete historical and socio-cultural contexts and make use of qualitative or interpretative methodology. What are the similarities and differences of the various approaches that explore childhood in its socio-cultural-historical contexts? How can a dialogue between these approaches be established and how can it contribute to achieving a holistic understanding of emerging phenomena and challenges in regard to childhood and education? The symposium invites scholars from different backgrounds to discuss these issues through theoretical, methodological and empirical contributions. Themes of particular interest might include but are no way limited to: child geographies, multi-sited childhood research, embodiment, technology and education, children’s diaries and autobiographies, visual media, youth subcultures, working children, educational interventions. 



