Brown University

Watson Institute for International Studies

Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Politics, Culture, and Identity

The Watson Institute for International Studies of Brown University seeks a recent PhD for a two-year postdoctoral fellowship to participate in the Institute’s Research Program on Politics, Culture, and Identity (PCI), beginning July 1, 2001.  We are looking for someone who will play an active role in the research activities of the PCI program and in the intellectual life of the Institute more generally.  The ideal candidate will be an anthropologist, historian, political scientist, or other social scientist with a major interest in the interdisciplinary, comparative study of the cultural processes influencing political identity formation, including the symbolic processes through which people acquire their understandings of the political universe, and will have substantial research experience outside North America. In addition to continuing work on their own research projects, candidates should be interested in participating in at least one ongoing PCI project. These include: the role of states in fixing ethnic/racial identities (censuses, identity cards, registration documents); political transition (with a special emphasis on the Balkans); identity formation in Central Asia; identity and citizenship in Western Europe;

historical perspectives on ethnic harmony and violence in borderland areas. Will teach one upper-level undergraduate course each year and typically have an adjunct appointment in the relevant department at Brown.


A $32,500. annual (12-month) salary is provided, plus individual health benefits and some support for research activities.  The Watson Institute promotes the work of students, faculty, visiting scholars, and policy practitioners who are committed to analyzing global problems.  The Institute has four principal research programs:  (1) Politics, Culture, and Identity; (2) Global Security; (3) Political Economy and Development; and (4) Global  Environment.  For more information, see http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Watson_Institute/


A letter of application, curriculum vitae (including email address), two-page description of proposed research activity; and three letters of recommendation should be sent to:


PCI Post-Doctoral Search Committee 


Watson Institute for International Studies


Brown University


Box 1831—130 Hope Street


Providence RI 02912-1831

Closing date for receipt of applications is January 31, 2001.  Brown University is an AA/EEO employer and especially welcomes applications from women and minority candidates.

