Community Art Centre

Preamble

Ancient art was also “magic” in the sense of deriving communal power from elemental life. However, at a point of time in history art lost this communal aspect and became possession only. Community Art Centre is a rural-India based art study society that focuses on art as a source of community regeneration. It is a unique perspective that looks at art as collective accrual and theater of productive life. In practical terms, let us outline the CAC approach briefly. First, the Centre selects young people of 14-18 age group and lets them watch resident artists at work. Second, these young people, typically from disprivileged  sections who have had little or no instruction in art are asked to record some aspects/impressions of their daily lives/circumstances using any of several media. These are field studies. Third, the field studies are brought to the Centre’s studio for formal treatment under the guidance of artist-teachers. Fourth, these productions are subjected to critique by teachers and the group as a whole. Fifth, a “meta” narrative is written by each student describing the entire experience. This cycle is repeated. And finally, alongside the narrative cycles, formal notions including point, line, plane, perspective and color are introduced within the communal dimension and not as dry theory. The attempt is to produce collective grasp of spatio-temporal qualities of the students’ realities, understandings that lie in the gap between the political and the technical. The perception is that the artist is ultimately a social worker and not merely a producer of the aesthetic. The underlying belief is that there are dormant energies in the collective that allows for a peculiar extension of self into the community. CAC is not formal art school nor does it come into conflict with the regular schooling of young adults. It works in the in-between spaces and times wherever it can find it. Students learn, produce, exhibit and sell their productions. They also prepare portfolios of their work that enhance future prospects of jobs.
The population

Those benefiting from this program are typically rural and semi-urban youth from economically deprived communities including dropouts. The target population is from the 14-18 age group. 
Programming
A two-level program is being designed. The basic level is a one-year program that initiates the students through the cycles spoken about earlier. It includes fundamental ways of perceiving in conjunction with social perspective, awareness of details, choice making, recording and enhancing. The categories covered include ceramic/pottery, and drawing/painting. On successfully completing the one-year program the students can enter a two-year advanced program in ceramics, sculpture and painting. While emphasis here is on production and building of portfolios that will help the student to find work, the community welfare angle is deeply rooted in the structure of the program. There is more formal load in this program but designed keeping in mind the students’ backgrounds.
Funding and Budget

Community Art Centre needs two kinds of funds. The first kind is necessary to meet recurring expenses. The second kind will be invested in interest earning securities and immovable assets necessary for housing the Centre’s activities. 
1. The annual running cost of the Centre is estimated at US$ 8500 (that is, monthly cost of approximately US$700). 

2. For capital expenditure the needs of the Centre amount to US$ 62, 500, which will go into the purchase of land, building, and equipment.
CAC is making a worldwide appeal to interested donors who will help this unique and worthwhile project to establish itself in one of the most needy and underserved areas geographically, socially, and psychologically.

Personnel

The Centre is being organized by Dr. Kaustuv Roy who earned his Ph.D from Michigan State University and taught in the Department of Education at Louisiana State University for several years. Dr. Roy is the author of two books, “Teachers in Nomadic Spaces” and “Neighborhoods of the Plantation.” Dr. Roy’s principal concern is with issues of social justice. 
