Sociocultural Theory and Second Language Learning
Research Working Group - gathering week
Oct. 15-20, 2012

XIXth Annual Meeting of the Sociocultural Theory and Second Language Learning Research Working Group

	Thurs.- Sat. Oct. 18-20, 2012   8:30-5:00
Hinckley Alumni Center – 3rd Floor
Brigham Young University

Three days of theoretical, data analysis, and pedagogical application sessions and discussions inspired by principles based on Sociocultural Theory of Mind and their applications to second language learning

National and international visiting scholars: James Lantolf (Penn. St.); Paul Thibault (Univ. of Agder, Norway); Gordon Wells (UC Santa Cruz); Steve McCafferty (UNLV)

For more information including abstracts:

http://education.byu.edu/ted/sct-gathering-2012/index.html

Contact: alex_rosborough@byu.edu


Special Sessions

Visiting Scholar: Steve McCafferty, UNLV

Oct. 15:	9:00-11:00 – 	Data Analysis session: Gesture and 									Second Language Learning: Video analysis procedures (Room 221 MCKB)
	2:00-4:00 -	Presentation/Round-table: Second Language Learning & Gesture 
									(Room 283 MCKB)
Oct. 16:	9:00-11:00 - 	Data Analysis session: (continued from Oct. 15) (Room 221 MCKB)
	2:00-4:00-	Presentation: Language & Gesture: Inner & private speech 
                                                                                                           (Room 221 – subject to change) 

	Visiting Scholar: Paul Thibault (Univ. of Agder, Norway)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Oct. 18:	7:00-8:00 pm (Evening Talk)  McKay School of Education, Room 115 (auditorium)
Distributed Language, Interactivity, and the Extended Human Ecology: Learning and Distributed Cognitive Systems
Humans live in and have constructed a unique extended ecology that is defined by our inter-connectedness – with other persons, with artefacts, with social institutions, with technologies. Moreover, humans learn best in situations that promote rich, culturally saturated interactivity when they engage with and manipulate external artefacts to solve learning tasks and cognitive problems in often complex social, technological and cognitive environments. Humans integrate their activities to shared cultural patterns and in doing so they coordinate their activities across times and places (Harris 1990). Both the biological and cognitive sciences have demonstrated an increased sensitivity to the fact that learning and thinking are not purely private and internal processes of individuals. They reflect inter-individual dynamics that are shaped by culture (Cowley 2007; Steffensen 2009; Thibault 2008, 2011). 
This realisation has also cast doubt on the traditional academic distinction between ‘cognition’, seen as taking place within persons, and ‘communication’, seen as occurring between persons. Perceiving, acting, thinking, learning, decision making, moving, doing things with artefacts, and language are all shaped by the norms and values of what Goffman (1983) called the interaction order. What is often somewhat loosely called ‘communication’ is in fact a socially organized way of co-ordinating thinking, feeling, and action between persons. On the traditional view, ‘cognition’ and ‘communication’ were seen as separate areas of study within very different research traditions. This view is now seen as less tenable. Cognition occurs between persons and between persons and their artefacts in culturally rich environments. Humans are borne into and learn to exploit Distributed Cognitive Systems (DCSs). It is our participation in DCSs after birth that enables us to become persons. Humans are ‘ecologically special’ (Ross 2007) precisely because of this fact. The human ecology depends on DCSs to a far greater extent than other species. In the light of these considerations, I will explore some aspects of learning through language. The talk will be illustrated with video-recorded examples of children engaged in learning activities.



	Visiting Scholar: Gordon Wells (UC Santa Cruz)

Oct. 19, 2012   7:00-8:00 pm (Evening Talk)  McKay School of Education, Room 115 (auditorium)

Understanding: The Purpose of Education
 
Against the backdrop of education as typically practiced in the United States, I wish to propose a conception of learning and teaching, rooted in Vygotsky’s (1987) theory of learning and development, that treats ‘understanding’ as the goal of education. To achieve this goal, I suggest, classrooms should be places in which, through dialogic inquiry, students at all levels are challenged and assisted to engage collaboratively in a spiral of knowing with respect to the areas of life that are of interest and concern to them; the aim is that, through the development of individual understanding achieved in collective knowledge building, they will be empowered to act and think effectively and responsibly, both alone and in collaboration with others. To illustrate this argument, I will present examples drawn from across the range from elementary classrooms to a university program of preservice teacher preparation.
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