ISCAR 2008

ECOLOGIES OF PARTICIPATION

Development occurs organically within specific ecologies as a product of interaction and contributions made by the constituents.  Similarly, ISCAR 2008 offers distinct ecologies that nurture interaction among scholars toward cultivating deeper understandings of cultural-historical and activity theories and their application. 

Capitalizing on the affordances of communication technologies to manipulate time and space, ISCAR 2008 program offers varied ecologies of participation within and across multiple temporal and spatial frames. 

To support, collegiality before, during and after the conference, ISCAR 2008 participants will have access to abstracts of presentations and papers posted on the sakai/moodle site and over 25 presentations webcast and archieved to encourage continued discussion into the future. While attending the conference participants will engage in a range of presentation arrangements including but not limited to those typical of academic conferences.  In addition, we anticipate additional ecologies of participation to emerge out of the Congress experience.  

ISCAR participants will be surrounded by knowledge and knowledge production as they engage in informal conversations with others, generating a rich arsenal of understandings in parallel of the formal program. 

The ecologies of participation offered at ISCAR 2008 will be characterized by the variability of following features:


Terms of engagement  


Size of the Group 


Physical Arrangement 


Interaction 


Presenter Role 


Audience Role


Text representation


Technology 

ISCAR 2008 Ecologies of Participation

1. Fireside Chats: Three small group sessions have been organized as informal chats with Carl Ratner, Lois Holzman, and Alex Kozulin. Fireside Chats on Second Life will also be available. Michael Cole will be interviewed some time during the conference and broadcast onto Second Life—time pending.  Each fireside chat brings together approximately 15-20 participants in a warm and relaxing environment. Papers and other materials of the Chats participants can be accessed via moodle postings and can be used to prompt and initiate conversation however participants are not expected to be bound to these topics and may offer additional texts for consideration and conversation. A generous time frame of ninety minutes for each supports a comfortable environment ideal for idea exploration. 
2.  Plenary Sessions of varied perspectives on CHAT are formal sessions organized for very large numbers of attendees.  Select speakers will present prepared formal talks of 30-45minutes in length.  Attendance at the plenary session can be accessed in four or more ways as described below:  
Plenary option (A): 

Live, formal presentation in state of the art large auditorium. 

This is the most formal presentation arrangement.  Presenter(s) deliver a prepared speech base on a focused topic.  The audience listens.  Questions are rare, however, if time allows any one or a combination of the presenters may respond to brief and general audience questions. Plenary sessions scheduled for Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday are limited to a capacity of 250 seats.

Plenary option (B)
Instantaneous webcast of live presentation to adjacent theatre of 100 provides additional audience seats.  

The audience in this room listens to the presenter in a state of the art conference room.  No questions are possible.

Plenary option  (C)
Instantaneous webcast of live presentation to small groups viewing via computer modem access. 

UCSD campus access to webcast in real time offers the opportunity to organize small groups of colleagues to “attend” the plenary session in more informal and intimate gatherings—e.g., an ideal possibility to organizing interested colleagues or graduate students for the purpose of highlighting features of the talk that are relative to coursework and research topics. The grouping may choose to post questions and comments based on their review of the presentation on the relevant space on the moodle site.
Plenary option  (D)
 “Dialectics in Dialogue” provide on-demand viewing of plenary sessions. The archival of the plenary presentations on the website will make possible future “attendance” of the plenary sessions. All Dialectics in Dialogue are held in the Calit2 building in the Open Space Room on the fifth floor.

a. The first type of Dialectics in Dialogue sessions is an encore presentation of the Plenary talk of the same day.  This venue offers the opportunity for continued discussions among a small group of 20 to 30 people. Reservation of the space is not necessary. Margaret Gallego, moderator will assist participants in viewing segments of the plenary talk of the day as needed. Plenary speakers are encouraged to participate.

b. Self-organized “Dialectics in Dialogue” are open sessions available to groups of individuals to access any webcast text to simply engage in discussions around other presentations. Reservations of the room can be made on the wall of the Open Space room.

3. Film Festival/workshop and independent films sessions are organized to engage participants in discussions around digital and textual material. Audience will offer questions, comments and insights as relevant after the viewing. The intimate and casual physical environment of the The Loft on the second floor of the UCSD Price Center supports a relaxed exploration of theoretical and pedagogical applications of visual media presented topics. 
a.  Film festival: “Identity Encounters,” Tuesday and Thursday showcases local films:  the film Quinceañiera and an Asian Film Festival consisting of a series of short films. Discussants will moderate the discussion of the films.

b.  First time screening of two films on Wednesday and Thursday
-Lev Vygotsky: One man’s legacy through life and theory 

-Change in Preschool in three schools: Japan, China and the United States 

                             Producers will be available for the comments.

c.  Workshop Storying the Classroom:  an invitation to enjoy and discuss fictionalized ethnography of school culture. This 'paper' is a workshop, performance and discussion. The author invites participants to a session of listening to extracts from stories of classrooms that have made readers laugh and cry. There is his story of becoming and being a teacher of literacy. There is a story about observing a trainee (she wins through). There is a story that concerns an old hippy teacher, a hamster, and a teenaged boy.  The  hope is to 'create for you an experience of believing' .

4.  Poster presentations provide a unique opportunity for interested colleagues to engage with each other in a direct and personal manner.  Face-to-face communication is encouraged during the time frame of one-hour and a half.  Poster presenters explain and elaborate key features of their work supported by a visual display on given topic.   Audience participants are encouraged to refer to Moodle site for submitted papers of poster presenters.
5.  Second Life presentations.  ISCAR participants will be able to experience a Second Life presentation on Tuesday and 4 other life presentations broadcast in Second Life through the auspices of San Jose State University- http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/sl/index.php/Main_Page.  Participants at the live presentation will have the opportunity to engage others around the world who are viewing the presentation on Second Life.  Please see attached information sheet.  Participants will have access to a small computer room (1202) in CSE (Computer Science and Engineering Building) to view Live Presentations broadcast onto Second Life from 9:30 to 1:00 from Tuesday through Friday.
6.  Webcast Centers interactions. ISCAR 2008 participants will have an opportunity to engage colleagues who will be online at three webcast centers around the world.  Sessions of interaction will be announced at registration.
7. Panel Presentation are sets of 3 to 4 formally prepared presentations organized according to common themes, purposes and/or population of interest. Each speaker will present a 15-20 minute talks.  As time allows, questions offered by audience participants’ will be addressed by one or a combination of panel members.

The ISCAR 2008 program offers 220 panel presentations that collectively examine the mental processes and cultural practices that support human learning and development in the home, classroom, work space, streets and increasingly in the virtual world of communication and information technologies multiple research perspectives representative of 12 academic fields within the social sciences, education, and humanities.
