THEMATIC SCHOOL ON ETHNOGRAPHY IN EDUCATION:

An Intellectual Exploration With Michael Agar On Language, Culture And Ethnography In Educational Contexts
Dear Friends and Colleagues:

This email provides information about the video-conferences of the Thematic School on Ethnography in Education: Language, Culture and Complex Dynamic Systems. The sessions with Michael Agar and partners at The Ohio State University, UC San Diego and the Federal University of Minas Gerais in Brazil will be held January 24-25th, 9-11AM PST in the Video Conference Center at the University of California, Santa Barbara.  

Below is information on the Thematic school and ways to participate. The detailed schedule of the video conferences is attached to this message. Further information is available on the Thematic School website: www.education.ucsb.edu/thematicschool
WHAT IS IT?

The videoconferences are real-time presentations and conversations via video-conference and web cast among the University of California at Santa Barbara, the Ohio State University, the University of California at San Diego, and the Federal University of Minas Gerais in Brazil.  

We will be having three video-conferences. Two of videoconferences are open to those who would like to join us through the simultaneous webcasting on January 24 and 25, 9:00-11:00 a.m. Pacific Standard Time. 

On January 24th, Professor Michael Agar will begin the videoconferences with a presentation on rethinking definitions of culture, which will be followed by discussion of this issue and how it relates to the study of learning in educational settings, among the various sites.  Participants in the simultaneous webcast may join the discussions by submitting questions or comments through email, which will be entered into the discussion.

On January 25, colleagues from two of the participating sites, Olga Vasquez at UC San Diego and Maria Lucia Castanheira at UFMG in Brazil will present research on learning in classrooms and out of school settings to begin a discussion of how the discussions on how we might approach the study of learning in and out of schools as a community.  After each presentation there will be opportunities for discussion among participants at their local sites and then a general discussion across sites.  The purpose of the group discussion will be on identifying issues that these studies raise for creating an approach to ethnography in studying complex systems.  Webcast participants are encouraged to submit questions or comments through email that will be entered into the discussion.

Topics of the presentations for January 25 are:

Talked Images: Process of Meaning Construction in a Biology Class

Maria Lucia Castanheira, Federal University of Minas Gerais,

CEALE and Cláudia Avelar Freitas, CEPEx / FAFI - MG.

This presentation examines how conceptual meaning portrayed by biological standardized image is discursively (re)constructed by classroom participants. Exploring data from a study of a Brazilian classroom, we present a detailed analytical description of how redundancy and contradiction of contextualization cues influences the process of (re)constructing meanings of standardized images. 

Language and Information and Communication Technologies:  Critical Tools for a Globalized World, 

Olga Vasquez, University of California, San Diego.

This presentation introduces research on Classe Majica, a new  model for bringing about immediate and responsible change in the knowledge and skills that are required by a globalized economy and world society.  Rather than focus on the institutional structures that must be in place to funnel resources to under-served populations, this paper focuses on how bilingualism and new technological of communication and information (NTCI) serve as mediating tools for new social relations and new world competencies. 

Following each presentation, we will mute the videoconference so that participating sites can have local discussions of the issues raised.  At this these times, questions and comments can be sent to the videoconference participants from those participating through the simultaneous webcast.  The final part of the morning will be a discussion of the issues that these presentations and the previous discussions and presentations raise for developing an approach to ethnography as a resource for studying learning and other educational phenomena.  This discussion is designed to engage Dr. Agar with participating sites—OSU, UCSD, UFMG and UCSB (the host site) in the discussion of how and in what ways, the issues and directions raised might frame a common approach to the study of learning and development in and out of schools.

The website provides resources and information about the school and participants www.education.ucsb.edu/thematicschool 

A member-only Forum has been in use that provides pdf versions of the powerpoints from the October sessions and papers that were read for those sessions.  The forum also provides space for further discussions and sharing of related resources. See below for how to gain access to the forum.  

DATES and TIMES:  

The video-conferences will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday, January 24 and 25 from 9-11 a.m. Pacific Standard Time

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

All are welcome to join this exciting interactive event!

Everyone who participated in the Fall video-conferences is welcomed and encouraged to participate in this set of videoconferences as well.  If you participated previously, you are already registered for the Forum that has information on prior sessions, readings and on-going discussions. 

We welcome any faculty member, graduate student, or other interested member of the worldwide academic community to join us in this phase of our Thematic School.  We welcome new colleagues, students and friends from across disciplines interested in Ethnography and Education

WHERE CAN I FIND THE VIDEOS OF THE EARLIER SESSIONS?

To enable previous participants to (re)view the sessions and new participants to join in the conversation that will occur in the January sessions, we provide video records of the October sessions.  These sessions available for downloading and viewing are:

10/24/05 An Ethnography by Any Other Name

(presentation & discussion video)

10/25/05 Language, Culture and Ethnography

(presentation & discussion video)

10/26/05 Language, Ethnography and Complex Co-evolutionary Systems

(presentation & discussion video)

10/27/05 Public conversation and directions for the future

(discussion video)
These video records can be found by going to http://www.education.ucsb.edu/thematicschool  and then going to the sessions.  Each presentation and discussion is available to be downloaded and/or viewed.

We encourage those participating in the January sessions to (re)view the videos of the October sessions. January presentations and discussions will build on the interactions and content of the October sessions. Video records of the January sessions will be posted to the website so that those who cannot join us due to time zone differences will be able to view the sessions through on-demand webcasting.  These will be available in February.

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO IF YOU WANT TO PARTICIPATE?

Please send an e-mail to prisms@education.ucsb.edu if you are in Santa Barbara and would like to join us at the Video Conference Center for live interactions.  

To participate over the live webcast, go to the following URL on January 24, 25 and 26th at 8:55 a.m. pacific standard time: rtsp://qtss.education.ucsb.edu/vcc.sdp The URL will be active only when the videoconference is in session, i.e. 9-11 a.m. on January 24, 25, and 26. Requirements for watching the webcast include:

A. MPEG-4 streaming player

The following applications have been tested for compatibility:
   - Quicktime 6 or later (Mac or PC) - http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/
   - VLC ver 0.8.1 or later (Mac or PC) - http://www.videolan.org/vlc/

B. You must NOT be behind a Network Address Translated (NAT) network

C. [FUTURE] Your network needs to support "Multicast" protocols. A unicast stream may not always be available. (Check with your network administrator) 

Depending on your computer/network set-up, you may need to disable your firewall to be able to view the webcast. 

You can view the website and participate in the web-forum at any time. If  you have participated previously, you already have a login name and password for the web Forum. The Forum is available at www.education.ucsb.edu:85/forums
If you are joining us at this time, please email Audra at prisms@education.ucsb.edu and she will send you your username and password so that you can access the Forum and all of its resources.  

You are encouraged to send questions and comments during the videoconference to prisms@education.ucsb.edu A person in the videoconference room will be monitoring the email and will forward your questions or comments to the moderator of the discussion. 

Alternately, please post your comments, questions and feedback on the web Forum at www.education.ucsb.edu:85/forums If you have specific questions about this event, please contact Judith and Audra at prisms@education.ucsb.edu
We are looking forward to having you join our Thematic School and to interact with our colleagues across the sites participating in this interactive event.

Judith Green and Janet Chrispeels, Director, Audra Skukauskaite, Coordinator, Gevirtz Graduate School of Education, UC, Santa Barbara; and collaborating site coordinators--David Bloome, Laurie Katz, Rebecca Kantor & Mari Haneda, The Ohio State University, UC, San Diego, Maria Luiza Dantes, U. of San Diego, and Maria Lucia Castanheira, the Federal University of Minas Gerais.
