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“ACTING IN CHANGING WORLDS: LEARNING, COMMUNICATION, AND MINDS IN INTERCULTURAL ACTIVITIES”  
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20-24 September, 2005.

In September 2005, the First International Congress of ISCAR will be held in Seville, Spain.  The Local Organizing Committee would like to invite all those interested in theory and research in culture and activity to attend the Congress.

A key objective in sociocultural research is to analyse the mediational instruments that emerge and develop in (inter)cultural activities, with particular emphasis on those arising out of the new forms of communication (related to information technology and communications). Therefore, the main focus of interest in this first ISCAR congress will, in broad terms, be the acting subject. By this, we mean a subject who participates in sociocultural activities and is responsible for his/her acts in these activities, capable of acting and creating worlds.
The discussions of the congress will be thematically related as much as possible, organised around two main themes, with each main theme having a list of associated subthemes.

A) Theoretical and Methodological Issues 

· New trends in Cultural-Historical theory and research 
· Cognition in social practices 
· Diversity and heterogeneity of mind 
· Emotion and subjectivity in culture 
· Self, identity, and culture 
· Semiotic mediation and meaning construction 
· Narrative construction of self. 
· Methodological challenges in cultural and social research 
· Theoretical and methodological problems in Activity Theory 
· Qualitative research and social practice 
· Problems of the unit of analysis   
B) Acting in changing worlds.

· Socialization, interaction, and human development 
· Ways of discourse, modes of thinking and forms of participation 
· Learning and knowledge construction in social practice 
· School practices, interaction, and discourse 
· Argumentation, negotiation, and intercultural communication 
· Literacy in changing worlds 
· Citizenship in changing world 
· Doing gender in changing world 
· Life long learning in changing worlds. 
· New technologies, communication, and identity 
· Working place and new technologies 
· New ways of teaching-learning and technology 
· Sociocultural approaches to therapy practices. 
· Intervention programs in institutions (design and assessment). 

Call for Proposals

The program committee invites researchers to send proposals that correspond to one of the congress themes. A proposal can be submitted for:

· a paper that corresponds to one of the congress themes or subthemes.

· a poster that corresponds to one of the (sub) themes of the congress.

· a symposium that corresponds to one of the (sub) themes of the congress.

All papers will be organised in symposium sessions.

· Proposals must be submitted by e-mail and sent to: iscar2005@iscar.org 
Queries

More detailed information about the congress will be provided in the second announcement, which will be issued by April, 2004, as well as on the website: http://www.us.es/glabahum/ISCAR2005
We hope to see you here in Seville.

President of Honour of the Congress: Jerome S. Bruner

President of Local Committee: Juan Daniel Ramírez Garrido, Universidad de Sevilla
