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Marxism and Educational Theory and Research Today

Marxist educational theory, research and writing reached its last peak in the late-1970s and early-1980s, building on the work of Althusser (1971), Bowles and Gintis (1976), Sarup (1978) and Willis (1977). With a few honourable exceptions, the rest of the 1980s and the early-1990s witnessed a failure to develop this first wave of Marxist educational theory and research. Instead, Marxists interested in education typically found themselves shoring up the many problems and weaknesses inherent in the first wave work.

However, by the mid-1990s Marxist educational theory and research emerged from a long period of withstanding critique, degeneration from within and hyper-defensiveness. Works from Richard Brosio (1994) Kevin Harris (1994) and Michael Neary (1997) heralded a new period of development and experimentation in Marxist educational research and writing. In the last few years, Marxist educational theory and research and radical pedagogy have opened up a second wave of development following the mini-renaissance of the mid-1990s. Works by Paula Allman (1999, 2001), Peter McLaren (2000) and Bertell Ollman (2001) have gained international acclaim. Furthermore, many others are pushing out Marxist analysis into an increasing range of policy issues and theoretical areas, such as lifelong learning, mentoring, learning society, social justice, globalisation, marketisation, and many others. Finally, the second wave has generated a renewed interest in theorising and researching issues of class, gender and ‘race’ in education from within Marxism (see Hill and Cole, 2001).             

Aims and Format

The seminar has two principal aims. First, it will survey and discuss some of the recent developments in Marxist educational theory, research and writing (with examples of these from key speakers). Secondly, it will seek to generate debate and discussion between Marxist educational theorists and researchers and other traditions and perspectives, principally Critical Realism, Feminism and Postmodernism.

In light of these aims, the format of the seminar will consist mainly of short presentations followed by discussion and debate. The emphasis will be on dialogue. In order to facilitate discussion, the seminar will be limited to a maximum of 50 participants.  
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