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Why International Videoconferencing?
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“make the strange familiar,”
AND to better understand the “familiar.”



Case Study:
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Sustainability: the continuation of joint activity after
special research funds have been exhausted (Cole).
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Goal: to investigate the conditions of primary
education for Mayan speaking children in rural
Yucatan State and to develop educational
interventions
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3 Time Zones
2 Nations

2 Languages



Organizing the Conferences:
Email and Phone Communications among
Researchers, Technicians, Students

Technician Technician
(English)

Researcher-Student% Researchers

Researchers-students (2 institutions)

Researchers=Stuck

Technician Technician (Spanish)
(Spanish/English)



e coordination of the research collaboration
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Videoconference #1 August 2005

Click on image below to view video clip.....
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Initial Short
Term Visits

Multipoint Conference

Content Changes over Time
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Videoconference # 2 February 2006

Click on image at top left to view video clip.....

Mexican Researcher
What (do) you think about (it) Luis.. because probably you have the same
situation with the Hispanic people in Arizona?

U.S. Researcher

.... Itis similar in that the sense that the dominant language ideologies
push English at the expense of Spanish. .... Now What strikes me about the
data is that Maya the language does not seem to be at risk of loss.

Mexican Researcher (translating for a Mexican student)

....probably in one generation (there) could be possible loss of language
because children are not encouraged to speak the Mayan language. .....

U.S. Researcher

It strikes me that the usual pathway that we propose in the literature of
development of reading and writing in the first language ...... may not be
possible under the circumstances that you describe.....
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