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Psychology is in need of its own Das Kapital (Vygotsky, 1926/1997b, p. 330). 

Dedication

Dedication

I dedicate this book to my friends. Their personal and intellectual support has sustained my struggle to develop cultural psychology into an intellectual, cultural, and political force that can improve our social, psychological, and natural existence. My friends’ support has helped me follow Shakespeare’s advice: “pause not, for the present time's so sick; be fire with fire, threaten the threatener, and outface the brow of bragging horror.”

Book description:
 
This book articulates a bold, new, systematic theory of psychology, culture, and their interrelation. This book explains how macro cultural factors -- social institutions, cultural artifacts, and cultural concepts -- are the cornerstones of society and how they form the origins and characteristics of psychological phenomena. This theory is used to explain the diversity of psychological phenomena, such as emotions, self, intelligence, sexuality, memory, reasoning, perception, developmental processes, and mental illness. I draw upon Lev Vygotsky's sociocultural psychology, Bronfenbrenner's ecological psychology, as well as work in sociology, anthropology, history, and geography. This book also explores the political implications and assumptions of psychological theories regarding social policy and reform. 

     The theory outlined here addresses current theoretical and political issues such as agency, realism, objectivity, subjectivism, structuralism, postmodernism, and multiculturalism. In this sense, the book articulates a systematic political philosophy of mind. The book utilizes this political philosophy of mind to examine numerous approaches to psychology, including indigenous psychology, cross-cultural psychology, activity theory, discourse analysis, mainstream psychology, and evolutionary psychology.
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