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PhD Studentship Title: Understanding Social Change: A New Perspective
The University of the West of Scotland achieved the highest possible rating of 4* in six areas in the last Research Assessment Exercise. Following from this considerable achievement and, as part of its continued research expansion, the University is delighted to offer over 60 studentships for PhD study commencing in October 2009. 

The Studentship Scheme provides the following benefits for home/EU students:

· Exemption from the payment of annual fees 

· £6000 annual stipend 

An additional annual financial award will also be made to three exceptional applicants. Please note that overseas students can apply for the studentship projects but they will not receive the stipend payment or fee exemption. 

For further information and to apply for any of the studentships, please go to: http://www.paisley.ac.uk/research/research-studentships.asp. The first deadline for applications is 8th June 2009.  Therafter, if the studentship remains unfilled, a second deadline of 30th July will apply.
Understanding Social Change: A New Perspective
Description: The purpose of this research project will be to contribute to our understanding of social change. It will explore the potential of an emerging approach to social change – in the form of Cultural-Historical Activity Theory. The precise form of the project will depend on the background and interests of the successful candidate. But it is envisaged that it will focus on the application, critical assessment and development of CHAT in relation to social change in contemporary Scotland. In that case, in broad terms, a suitable project might involve components along the following lines:

· An assessment of the existing application of CHAT to social change in general, and to social change in Scotland in particular. 
· Elaboration of the potential relevance of CHAT to the issues and problems faced in contemporary Scotland. 
· Exploration of key philosophical and methodological issues raised in seeking to fulfil this potential. 
· One or more case studies in which CHAT is operationalised in relation to social change in contemporary Scotland.

· An agenda for future work.
The project will be supervised by Dr Chik Collins, Senior Lecturer in the School of Social Sciences. Ideally, students will have encountered CHAT in previous studies and have a grasp of the socio-economic, political and cultural development of contemporary Scotland, but neither is essential.
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