Petition for a Special Interest Group
Name of person submitting petition: Xin Li & Hongyu Wang
Contact Information: 


Xin Li:  Phone: (562) 985-9379

Email: xli@csulb.edu

Hongyu Wang: Phone: (405) 744-4675
Email: hongyu.wang@okstate.edu
As members of the American Educational Research Association, we support the establishment of a Special Interest Group within AERA with the title of:

Confucuianism, Taoism, and Education
Statement

The purpose of establishing a Special Interest Group on Confucianism, Taoism, and Education is to engage in-depth cross-cultural, international dialogues on how Confucianism and Taoism in both classical and contemporary schools of thought can inform educational theory and practice. Education lies at the heart of Confucianism and Taoism, both of which are highly influential philosophies and ways of life in the world. Man my well-renown Confucian and Taoist masters were themselves educators. Since the nineteen century, Western scholars, in the field of philosophy and sociology have begun to pay attention to what Confucianism and Taoism offer to re-think about human life in its contemporary complexity, turbulence, and simultaneous interconnections and fragmentation. The field of education, ironically, seldom leads such important public dialogues systematically. A comparative approach on education is not new, yet its focus has mainly been on educational policies, school systems, students achievement, or specific instructional practices in reading, mathematics and science education. Educational thoughts―the deeper layers of comparative education―need to be explored, Confucianism and Taoism need to be studies systematically as educational theories.
In recent years, AERA has begun to draw the attention of its members to educational issues in the world. Its 2007 annual meeting highlights such an effort through its theme: “The World of Educational Quality” This indicates a perfect time for us to petition this long overdue Special Interest Group within AERA and to offer a sustainable forum to promote cross cultural discussion at the level of educational thought. 

The scope of this SIG includes worldwide classical and contemporary discussions on Confucianism and Taoism and their implications in education. Even though Confucianism and Taoism are widely believed to have originated in China, they have spread to many East Asian countries which have developed their own schools of thought. With a several centuries-long history of Western introduction, interpretation, and manufacturing of Confucianism and Taoism, these two schools of thought and their variations and mixtures have taken roots not only in China, Korea, Singapore, Japan, Vietnam, and other Asian countries, but also in North America, Europe, and other Western countires. The more recent phenomena of globalization and migration have accelerated and complicated such cross-cultural dialogues. All of these make the scope of our proposed Special Interest Group national, regional, and international. 
A SIG on Confucianism, Taoism, and Education is unique compared to existing SIGs. It specifically addresses thoughts, ideas, and inquiries related to two major Eastern philosophical thoughts. There is no other SIG with such a focus. According to SIG Directory 2006-2007, the SIG on International Studies is “to provide a forum for exchanging information among educators involved in research, planning, development, implementation, and evaluation of international studies”. Even though this SIG encourages international dialogue, our proposed SIG has a different focus with an emphasis on educational theories. The SIG on Research on the Education of Asian and Pacific Americans states that its purpose is “to provide inquiry into educational and equity issues affecting Asian and Pacific Americans, facilitate interdisciplinary discussions around these issues, and provide members with colleagueship and support.” It focuses on educational issues related to Asian Americans, while our proposed SIG does not focus on any racial or ethnical groups but on Confucianism and Taoism (which may or may not involve Asian Americans). There are a few SIGs which focus on diversity issues. However, they only include race, gender, class, sexual orientation, and religion, but not cross-cultural philosophical and educational thoughts. There is no other SIG that is even loosely related to our proposed SIG. According to the petitioners’ experiences, it has been very difficult to find a Division or a SIG to submit conference proposals related to inquiries on Confucianism and Taoism. No one seems to fit well. Such inquiries should be encouraged in the field of education. There is an imperative need to create a home within an AERA SIG to initiate and promote educational dialogues on Confucianism and Taoism.
