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Activity 05 w as h e ld 16. – 17. M ay 2005 in D ipoli, at 
th e  cam pus of H e lsink i Unive rsity of Te ch nology 
(TKK). Possibly be cause  of its surroundings, th e  
th e m e  of th e  congre ss  w as: Activity Th e ory and  Sys-
te m s’ Bound ary Z one s. Th e  congre ss  w as organiz e d 
th is  tim e  by Laboratory of W ork  Psych ology and Le ad-
e rsh ip, VTT Te ch nical Re se arch  Ce ntre  of Finland, 
and Life long Le arning Institute  D ipoli toge th e r w ith  
som e  oth e r units in Finland. In all, 50 pape rs w e re  
pre se nte d and 108 participants w e re  involve d in 
de e p and active  discussions during th e  tw o days. Ab-
stracts (in Finnish ) are  available  at: h ttp://w w w .iscar. 
org/fi/toim inta05/toim inta05- abstracts.pdf

Activity th e ory is  cle arly re late d to syste m s th e ory 
and syste m s th ink ing. It can be  se e n in th e  conce pts 
lik e  ‘Activity Syste m ’ and ‘Activity Environm e nt’. 
Som e  of th e  classic re se arch e rs  use d th e  syste m  con-
ce pt active ly in th e ir th e ory building, for e xam ple , 
P.K. Anok h in and A.R. Lurija, w h ose  m ode l of func-
tional syste m s of brain h as le ad to m any applications 
in th e  fie ld of ne uropsych ological h abilitation. Th e  
syste m  conce pt h as re vive d again afte r a de cade -
long sile nt pe riod, possibly be cause  of th e  ch aotic de -
ve lopm e nt tre nds in global and national conte xts. Sys-
te m ic unde rstanding is  ne e de d w h e n fuz z ine ss  in 
th ink ing and acting is  incre asing. 

Th e  program  consiste d of th re e  k e ynote  le cture s  
and fifty pre se ntations w ith in four paralle l th e m e s.

First, profe ssor Antti Esk ola spok e  about ‘Activity 
Conce pts as an O pe ne r of Blind Alle ys in Social Psy-
ch ology’, com m e nte d by profe ssor Airi H autam äk i. 
Th e  se cond talk  w as by profe ssor Tim o Järvile h to on 
‘Individual, Com m unity and D e ve lopm e nt of Con-
sciousne ss: Possibilitie s  of Ge ne ral Th e ory of Psy-
ch ology’, com m e nte d by doce nt Kai H ak k araine n. 
Th e  th ird k e ynote  w as give n by profe ssor Yrjö- Paavo 
H äyryne n on ‘Pow e r, Activity and Illusion’, com -
m e nte d by dr. Ritva Enge ström . M any of th e  partici-
pants conside re d th e se  talk s as th e  be st outcom e s of 
th e  congre ss. Tw o of th e  spe ak e rs  are  now  e m e ritus 
profe ssors and one  of th e  first w h o introduce d th e  

conce pts of activity th e ory and sociocultural sch ool 
into Finland in th e  19 60s.

Th e  congre ss  th e m e  ‘Activity Th e ory and Syste m s’ 
Boundary Z one s’ e m ph asiz e s  th e  cross- scie ntific 
nature  of activity th e ory and its orie ntation to find 
ne w  w ays of th ink ing and acting by crossing borde rs. 
Th is  ide a w as sh ow n in th e  four th e m e s  unde r w h ich  
th e  pre se ntations w e re  organiz e d: 

1. At th e  Boundary of Scie nce  and W ork , coordin-
ate d by doce nt Anne li Le ppäne n (anne li.le ppan-
e n@ ttl.fi). Th e  topics varie d from  ne tw ork e d 
e xpe rtise  to ope n source  coding and k now le dge  so-
cie ty.

2. At th e  Boundary of W ork  and Care , coordinate d 
by doce nt Kirsti Launis (k irsti.launis@ ttl.fi). Th e  
pre se ntation de alt w ith  topics lik e  m ode ls of w e ll-
be ing and collaboration in w ork  h e alth  care .

3. At th e  Boundary of Sch ool and Scie nce , coordin-
ate d by profe ssor Jark k o H autam äk i (jark k o.h auta-
m ak i@ h e lsink i.fi). Topics of th e  pre se ntations 
de alt, for e xam ple , w ith  transfe r be tw e e n sch ool 
and w ork  and inform ation and com m unication 
te ch nologie s  in supporting le arning at w ork .

4. M e th odologie s of Ch anging, coordinate d by pro-
fe ssor Jaak k o Virk k une n (jaak k o.virk k une n@ h e l-
sink i.fi). Th is  w as th e  large st group of pre se ntations 
and cove re d a w h ole  spe ctrum  of topics lik e  ab-
ductive  m e th odologie s, dialogical syste m  inte rve n-
tions, and analysis  of m obile  distribute d w ork .

It alw ays tak e s  som e  e ffort to organiz e  m e e tings 
lik e  th is  but afte rw ard it is  e asy to find all th e  be ne -
fits lik e  se e ing th e  status of activity th e ory on th e  na-
tional le ve l. It is  also am az ing to se e  h ow  q uick ly th e  
topics are  ch anging in tw o ye ars tim e . Th e  th ird na-
tional congre ss  w ill be  organiz e d in spring 2007 by 
th e  Ce ntre  for Re se arch  on Ne tw ork e d Le arning and 
Know le dge  Building (h ttp://w w w .h e lsink i.fi/scie nce / 
ne tw ork e dle arning/e ng/). You can follow  th e  pre par-
ation in h ttp://w w w .iscar.org/fi/. Th e  first announce -
m e nt is  e xpe cte d in autum n 2006.

(M atti Vartiaine n <m atti.vartiaine n@ h ut.fi> )

1. Activity 05 —  Se cond Finnish  National Congre ss on Activity 
Th e ory and Sociocultural Approach , 16 – 17 M ay 2005

Re ports

http://www.iscar.org/fi/toiminta05/toiminta05-abstracts.pdf
mailto:matti.vartiainen@hut.fi
mailto:jaakko.virkkunen@helsinki.fi
mailto:jarkko.hautamaki@helsinki.fi
mailto:anneli.leppanen@ttl.fi
mailto:kirsti.launis@ttl.fi
http://www.iscar.org/fi/
http://www.helsinki.fi/science/networkedlearning/eng/
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Th e  organise rs  of th e  se ction M arilyn Fle e r, Jill Rob-
bins H olli Tonyan and M ariane  H e de gaard h e ld th e ir 
first m e e ting in D e ce m be r 2005 at M onash  Unive rsity 
in M e lbourne , Australia.

W e  de cide d th at possibilitie s  for sh are d activitie s  
during th e  first ye ar of our se ction’s  life  w ould be  in re -
lation to oth e r confe re nce s and not as a spe cial sym -
posium  organise d by th e  se ction itse lf. W e  de cide d 
th at th e  four of us w ould tak e  th e  initiative  to organ-

iz e  form al or inform al m e e tings w h e ne ve r w e  atte nd 
a congre ss. W e  h ope  th at oth e r participants in th e  se c-
tion w ill be  inte re ste d to m e e t at th e  confe re nce s 
w h e re  th e y find such  an announce m e nt, and/or tak e  
initiative  to organise  a CH ACD O C se ction m e e ting at 
confe re nce s th e y atte nd. 

W e  can alre ady announce  th e  follow ing congre sse s  
w h e re  th e se  m e e tings w ill tak e  place : 

Re ports

2. Fe lix M ik h ailov (19 30-2006)
Fe lix M ik h ailov die d on 22 Fe bruary 2006 in M oscow , 
afte r suffe ring w ith  cance r for a longe r pe riod. Pro-
fe ssor M ik h ailov w as a ph ilosoph e r w h o is  e spe cially 
k now n am ong ISCAR m e m be rs as th e  auth or of Th e  
Rid d le  of th e  Se lf  (19 76/19 80). 

(Se e  h ttp://w w w .m arxists.org/arch ive /m ik h ailov/ 
w ork s/riddle /). 

Th e  ne xt num be r of ISCAR Ne w s w ill bring som e  
m e m orial w ords about Profe ssor M ik h ailov.

3. Cultural-h istorical approach e s to ch ildre n’s de ve lopm e nt and 
ch ildh ood (CH ACD OC)

Se ction Ne w s

Constitutive  m e e ting of th e  se ction at th e  ISCAR Congre ss in Se ville , 21 Se pte m be r 2005 
(Foto: Patrick  O dw ora Jak i)   full color ve rsion at: h ttp://w w w .iscar.org/se ction/ch acdoc/

http://www.marxists.org/archive/mikhailov/works/riddle/
http://www.iscar.org/section/chacdoc/
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• AERA (Am e rican Educational Re se arch  Associ-
ation) —  San Fransisco, April 7 – 11 2006. M ariane  
H e de gaard w ill be  at th e  Cultural- H istorical 
Re se arch - SIG on M onday, April 10, from  6.15- 8.15 
pm , M arriott San Francisco / Golde n Gate  H all, 
Se ction A3, w h e re  toge th e r w ith  Se th  Ch aik lin, sh e  
w ill give  a le cture . At th at m e e ting sh e  w ill an-
nounce  a café close  to th e  congre ss  w h e re  CH AC-
D O C m e m be rs can m e e t afte rw ards and h ave  som e  
inform al discussions and e xch ange . 

• ISSBD  (Inte rnational Socie ty for th e  Study of Be h a-
vioural D e ve lopm e nt) —  19 th  Bie nnial M e e ting, 
M e lbourne , July 2- 6, 2006. H olli Tonyan w ill an-
nounce  a m e e ting place  at th is  congre ss.

• EECERA (Europe an Early Ch ildh ood Re se arch  As-
sociation) —  16th  confe re nce , Ice land Unive rsity of 
Education, Re yk javik , August 30 to Se pte m be r 2, 
2006. Confe re nce  th e m e :  D e m ocracy and culture  
in e arly ch ildh ood e ducation. M arilyn Fle e r w ill an-
nounce  a m e e ting place  at th is  congre ss.  

If any ISCAR m e m be r tak e s  initiative s to arrange  
form al or inform al m e e tings at any congre ss, publish  
book s or k now s about publications th at could be  of 
inte re st for CH ACD O C, th e n ple ase  se nd a m e ssage  

to M ariane .H e de gaard@ psy.k u.dk , so th at it can be  
publish e d h e re  in th e  CH ACD O C se ction ne w s, as 
w e ll as distribute d to th e  se ction’s  m ailing list.

M e m be rs in th is  se ction now  h ave  acce ss  to e ach  
oth e rs  e - m ail addre ss. H olli Tonyan w ill try to se t up 
a ne tw ork  for Ph .D. stude nts in th e  se ction th at h ave  
any inte re st to support e ach  oth e r, for instance  by 
re ading ch apte rs and com m e nting th e m . Ple ase  
w rite  to H olli if you w ant to be  part of th is  ne tw ork . 
h olli.tonyan@ e ducation.m onash .e du.au
Plans for th e  future  are : 

A spe cial issue  of th e  journal O utline s: Critical So-
cial Stud ie s w ith  ce ntral pape rs about cultural- h istor-
ical approach e s  to ch ildre n’s  de ve lopm e nt and 
ch ildh ood pre se nte d at th e  ISCAR congre ss  in Se ville  
2005, e dite d by M arilyn Fle e r, and e xpe cte d as th e  
first issue  of 2007.

A confe re nce  m e e ting for m e m be rs of th e  CH AC-
D O C se ction, in Cope nh age n, in th e  se cond h alf of 
2007. A prope r announce m e nt w ill follow . 

To be com e  a m e m be r of th is  se ction, ple ase  w rite  
to M ariane .H e de gaard@ psy.k u.dk

4. Cultural-H istorical Psych ology b e com e s an ISCAR-affiliate d 
journal

Announce m e nts

Cultural- H istorical Psych ology is  a ne w  journal th at is  
founde d and publish e d by th e  M oscow  State  Unive r-
sity of Psych ology and Education. Vladim ir Z inch e nk o 
is  Editor- in- Ch ie f and Vitaly Rubtsov is  Ch airm an of 
th e  Editorial Council.

Th e  journal is  publish e d in in Russian, w ith  an an-
nual English  dige st. You can se e  an ove rvie w , in Eng-
lish , of th e  article s publish e d in th e  first tw o num be rs 

of th e  journal at: h ttp://w w w .vygotsk y.m gppu.ru/543/
You can com m unicate  w ith  th e  journal’s e ditorial 

office  at: k ip_journal@ m ail.ru
ISCAR doe s not publish  its ow n journals, but it h as 

a policy of ack now le dging som e  journals as “affili-
ate d” as a w ay of m ark ing journals as place s w h e re  it 
is  lik e ly to find article s th at fall w ith in th e  sph e re  of in-
te re sts found in ISCAR.

5. 25%  discount on Journal of Intercultural Com m unication 
Re search  subscriptions for ISCAR m e m be rs

Th e  Journal of Inte rcultural Com m unication Re se arch  
(JICR), a publication of th e  W orld Com m unication As-
sociation, is  publish e d th re e  tim e s  a ye ar. JICR pub-

lish e s  q ualitative  and q uantitative  re se arch  th at fo-  
cuse s  on inte rcultural com m unication, e ith e r cross-
cultural com parative  re se arch  or re sults from  oth e r 

mailto:Mariane.Hedegaard@psy.ku.dk
http://www.vygotsky.mgppu.ru/543/
mailto:kip_journal@mail.ru
mailto:holli.tonyan@education.monash.edu.au
mailto:Mariane.Hedegaard@psy.ku.dk
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7. Call for Pape rs: Transform ational Tools for 21st Century, 25 – 27 
Octobe r 2006, Ce ntral Que e nsland Unive rsity, Australia 
(de adline : 13 June  2006)

type s of re se arch  conce rning th e  w ays culture  affe cts 
h um an sym bolic activitie s. Starting in 2006, JICR w ill 
be  publish e d by Routle dge .

ISCAR m e m be rs can now  re ce ive  a 25%  discount 
on subscriptions to th is  journal, so th at th e  annual 
rate  is  $35 U SD  (norm al rate : $47 U SD ) (In th e  U K 

and Ire land, th e  discount rate  is  £20 GBP com pare d to 
th e  norm al rate  of £27 GBP). If you are  inte re ste d in 
th is  offe r, th e n se nd e m ail to: orde r@ iscar.org.

For furth e r inform ation about th e  journal and for in-

structions on h ow  to subm it a pape r, ple ase  visit:

h ttp://w w w .tandf.co.uk /journals/title s/17475749 .asp.

Th e re  w ill be  a confe re nce  h onoring th e  m e m ory of 
Ale xe i Ale xe e vitch  Le ontie v on M ay 18- 20, 2006. Th e  
title  of th e  confe re nce  is  Be yond th e  Barrie rs: H um an-
ity, Te xt, Com m unication. Th e  th e m e s  of th e  confe r-
e nce  are  de vote d to th e  topics A.A. Le ontie v w as in-  
te re ste d in: language , psych olinguistics, fore ign lan-

guage  m e th odology, se m iotics, e th nopsych ology, 
psych ology of art, e tc. Th e  confe re nce  w ill tak e   place  
at M oscow  State  Unive rsity; th e  confe re nce  language  
w ill be  Russian, but inq uire  about possibility of 
individual translation. For inform ation, contact: 
conf05@ list.ru or h ttp://w w w .aale ontie v.sm ysl.ru/

Transform ational Tools for 21st Ce ntury is  about th e  
use  of tools —  sym bolic, psych ological and ph ysical 
—  in h um an activity. Th e  confe re nce  focus is  on cre a-
tive  w ays of th ink ing and doing, collaborating in 
groups, te am w ork  and th e  cre ation of ne w  k now l-
e dge . Th e  aim  is  to bring toge th e r acade m ic re se arch -
e rs  from  se ve ral fie lds, including Inform ation Sys-
te m s, Education and Activity Th e ory, w ith  th e  practi-  
cal activity of consultants and facilitators w h o use  
e le ctronic m e e ting, collaboration and le arning sys-
te m s.

Th e  confe re nce  w ill be  h e ld on 25 – 27 O ctobe r 
2006 at th e  Ce ntral Que e nsland Unive rsity, Rock -
h am pton, Que e nsland, Australia.  At th e  sam e  tim e , 
th e re  is  a h ope  to be  able  to link  to oth e r ISCAR 
m e m be rs, e spe cially th ose  in th e  ATIT se ction, via 
vide o confe re nce .

Th e  de adline  for pape r subm issions is  13 June  
2006. M ore  inform ation is  available  at:
h ttp://w w w .anyz ing.com /TT/TTcallforpape rs.h tm l

6. Confe re nce : Beyond  th e  Barrie rs: H um anity, Text, Com m unication 
 18 – 20 M ay 2006, M oscow  State  Unive rsity, Russia

Announce m e nts

8. Sum m e r Sch ool: Sociocultural and  Activity Th eory Re search : 
Studying ind ividuals in institutional settings, Unive rsity of Bath , 
U K, 18 – 20 July 2006

A sum m e r sch ool e ntitle d ‘Sociocultural and activity 
th e ory re se arch ’ is  be ing organise d by th e  Ce ntre  for 
Socio- Cultural and Activity Th e ory at th e  Unive rsity 
of Bath , U K.  Th is  course  is  de signe d for th ose  w h o 
w ould lik e  to broade n th e ir unde rstanding of socio-
cultural and activity th e ory re se arch  and e ngage  in dis -
cussion and de bate  of curre nt issue s. 

It w ill involve  pre se ntations from  re se arch e rs  dir-
e ctly involve d in th e  fie ld as w e ll as se m inars w h e re  
participants w ill e ngage  in th e  discussion of th e  m a-
jor issue s  in th e  th e ory base d on th e  pre se ntations 
and re com m e nde d lite rature . Th e se  se ss ions w ill cov-
e r a range  of topics such  as D e ve lopm e ntal W ork  Re -
se arch , Studying Le arning at W ork , Studying Ch ange  

http://www.aaleontiev.smysl.ru/
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/17475749.asp
mailto:conf05@list.ru
http://www.anyzing.com/TT/TTcallforpapers.html
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ove r Long Pe riods of Tim e , Studying Ch ange  in Profe s-
s ional Practice , and Subje ct Position and Ide ntity in 
Activity Th e ory. 

Contributions from  th e  Unive rsitie s  of Birm ing-
h am  (D r Jane  Le adbe tte r, D r Jan Ge orge son) and O x-
ford (Prof Anne  Edw ards) h ave  be e n agre e d. D r Ritva 
Enge strom  w ill discuss h e r D e ve lopm e ntal W ork  Re -
se arch  in Finnish  Sch ools via a vide o link . Prof M i-
ch ae l Cole  h ope s to be  able  to discuss h is  long te rm  
out of sch ool activity re se arch  using th e  sam e  te ch no-
logy.

Ple ase  contact Gill Brook e - Taylor <e dsgbbt@ bath . 
ac.uk >  to re giste r inte re st using ‘3 day sum m e r 
sch ool’ in th e  subje ct line .

Th e  re gistration fe e  w ill be  £150 GPB and accom -
m odation can be  arrange d on site .

D e tails of th e  w ork  of th e  Bath  Ce ntre  for Sociocul-
tural and Activity Th e ory Re se arch  at: h ttp://w w w . 
bath .ac.uk /csat/

A ge ne ral site  for Th e  Unive rsity of Bath  is  avail-
able  on: h ttp://w w w .bath .ac.uk  and for th e  city of 
Bath  on: h ttp://visitbath .co.uk /site /h om e /

Announce m e nts

9 . Tw o Profe ssorsh ips in Social Proce sse s, Unive rsity of Ne uch âte l, 
Sw itze rland

Th e  Faculty of Arts and Social Scie nce s of th e  Uni-
ve rsity of Ne uch âte l is  offe ring tw o profe ssorsh ips in 
th e  fie ld of th e  social proce sse s. O ne  position is  fo-
cuse d on m igration and population m ove m e nt. Th e  
oth e r position is  focuse d on th e  circulation of k now l-
e dge  and com pe te nce s at an inte rnational scale , and 
w ill involve  w ork  in th e  M aison d'Analyse  Proce ssus 
Sociaux (M APS).

15 April 2006 is  th e  de adline  for applications. 
Th e  form al announce m e nt (in Fre nch ) w ith  m ore  

de tails about th e  positions and M APS is  at: 
h ttp://w w w 2.unine .ch /docum e ntm anage r/file s/lsh / 
fac/e m ploi/avis_m ise _concours_m aps_site .pdf

Alth ough  not officially announce d, it is  h ope d 
th at pe rsons w ith  an inte re st in activity th e ory and/ 
or cultural- h istorical th e ory w ill apply.

Publications

Transitions: Sym bolic Re source s in D e ve l-
opm e nt

by Tania Z ittoun, Unive rsitie s  of Cam bridge  (U K) 
and Ne uch âte l (Sw itz e rland)
2005, Inform ation Age  Publish ing
h ttp://w w w .infoage pub.com /products/se rie s/title s/ 
1- 59 311- 227- 0.h tm l

20%  D iscount for ISCAR m e m be rs

(discount price  sh ow n h e re  include s s h ipping)
Pb: ISBN 1- 59 311- 226- 2 —  $35 U SD  ($37, outside  U SA)

H b : ISBN 1- 59 311- 237- 0 —  $58 U SD  ($60, outside  U SA)

W rite  to: orde r@ iscar.org for orde ring instructions.

W h at do young pe ople  do w ith  th e  nove ls th e y re ad, 
th e  film s th e y se e , th e  m usic th e y h e ar and sing? 
H ow  do th e se  cultural products act as 'sym bolic re -
source s' in th e  proce ss  of de ve lopm e nt? And w h at 
can w e , as re se arch e rs, le arn by studying pe ople 's 
use s  of fiction? Th is  m onograph  approach e s  de ve lop-
m e nt th rough  th e  study of transitions and th e  pro-
ce sse s  of e xploration th at follow  rupture s  in pe ople ’s  
live s. Spe cifically, it e xam ine s  young pe ople 's sym -
bolic re sponsibility as th e y h ave  to ch oose  am ong 
th e  w ide  range  of cultural products socie tie s  e xpose s  
th e m  to. Th e  book  th us e xam ine s  th e  book s, film s 
and m usic th at young pe ople  m obiliz e  w h e n th e y 
ne e d to re de fine  th e ir ide ntity, le arn inform al k now -
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M obile  Virtual W ork : A Ne w  Paradigm ?

J.H . Erik  Andrie sse n, Te ch nical Unive rsity of D e lft, 
Th e  Ne th e rlands; M atti Vartiaine n, Te ch nical Uni-
ve rsity of H e lsink i, Finland (Eds.)
2006, 39 5 p., 60 illus., Springe r Ve rlag
H ardcove r: ISBN 3- 540- 28364- 1
€  9 4.9 5 / £ 73.00

Th e  obje ctive  of th is  book  is  to contribute  to th e  unde r-
standing and th e  im prove m e nt of an e m e rging ne w  

k ind of w ork  arrange m e nt, i.e . m obile  virtual 

w ork  (MVW ). Until now  no syste m atic in-de pth  

studie s of th is ph e nom e non h ave  be e n avail-

able . Th e  book  h as grow n from  se ve ral w ork -

s h ops th at brough t toge th e r e xpe rts from  a 

w ide  range  of are as. Th rough  th e ir coope ration 

a state -of-th e -art ove rvie w  could be  construc-

te d of are as and aspe cts re late d to MVW : from  

e rgonom ic re q uire m e nts to diffusion of m obile  

w ork  syste m s, from  im plications for distribute d 

coope ration to k now le dge  m anage m e nt for m o-

bile  e m ploye e s. Th e  book  is not prim arily about 

te ch nologie s and tools, alth ough  m any m obile  

syste m s w ill play a role  in th e  studie s pre se nt-

e d. Its spe cial m e rit is th at it contains m any 

concre te  case  studie s . Th at m e ans th at MVW  is 

de scribe d and analyse d w ith  an e ye  both  on 

th e ore ticians and practitione rs.

Conte nts: Conce pts and Pre vale nce : Em e rging M o-
bile  Virtual W ork ; M obile  Virtual W ork  − Conce pts, 
O utcom e s and Ch alle nge s; M apping th e  M obile  
e W ork force  in Europe ; Ne w  Form s of W ork  in Labour 
Law ; Virtually Conne cte d, Practically M obile ; Collab-
oration in M obile  Virtual W ork : a H um an Factors 
Vie w ; M ode l- base d D e sign of M obile  W ork  Syste m s; 
Usability in IT Syste m s for M obile  W ork ; Participative  
D e sign for H om e  Care  Nursing; W e ll- be ing and Stre ss  
in M obile  and Virtual W ork ; Building Sce narios for a 
Globally D istribute d Corporation; Case  D e scriptions 
of M obile  Virtual W ork  in Practice ; O rganisational 
Strate gie s : Know le dge  Sh aring in M obile  W ork ; 
Factors Influe ncing th e  D iffusion of Ne w  M obile  Se r-
vice s; M obile  W ork place s and Innovative  Busine ss  
Practice ; M obile  Virtual W ork : W h at h ave  w e  le arne d?

Publications

h ow , or h ave  to confe r m e aning to w h at h appe ns to 
th e m  in transitions.

Th e  book  h as a th e ore tical scope . It draw s on cul-
tural psych ology and psych oanalysis  to form ulate  th e  
im portance  of se m iotic m e diation in th ink ing, fe e ling 
and acting. Its m ain contribution is  to propose  a m od-
e l for analyz ing use s  of sym bolic re source s, such  as 
book s and film s, in e ve ryday life . It th us sh ow s h ow  

use s  of sym bolic re source s can e nable  ne w  form s of 
e xpe rie nce s and conduct. It finally h igh ligh ts social 
and pe rsonal conditions th at m igh t facilitate  or h in-
de r de ve lopm e ntal use s  of sym bolic re source s. Th e  
book , base d on in- de pth  case  studie s, is  addre sse d to 
sch olars, profe ssional and stude nts in th e  fie lds of 
youth , culture  and th e  m e dia, cultural and de ve lop-
m e ntal psych ology, and life - long e ducation.

Activity as th e  Focus of Inform ation Sys-
te m s Re se arch

Gre g W h ym ark  and H e le n H asan (Eds.) 
Know le dge  Cre ation Pre ss, 2005
$25 AU D  (including sh ipping)

Th is  book  is  about ch alle nging are as of conte m porary 
Inform ation Syste m s re se arch  to do w ith  socio- te ch -
nical syste m s s ituate d in re al- w orld e nvironm e nts 
w h e re  ch ange  and com ple xity are  ove rriding factors. 

Th e  contributing auth ors com e  from  a varie ty of back -
grounds re late d to inform ation syste m s re se arch , 
m any are  practising acade m ics at Australian unive rsi-
tie s, and m ost are  e ith e r w ork ing in th e  inform ation 
te ch nology and com m unications industry or h ave  
spe nt m uch  of th e ir w ork ing live s doing so.

Th is  volum e  is  base d on e le ve n pape rs th at w e re  
pre se nte d at th e  First ISCAR Congre ss  in Se ville . A 
table  of conte nts and an orde r form  can be  found at: 
h ttp://infosys.uow .e du.au/atul/publications.ph p

http://infosys.uow.edu.au/atul/publications.php
mailto:kristen@webleaf.com
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Crafting Pe rsons. A Sociocultural Ap-
proach  to Re cognition and Appre ntice sh ip 
Le arning

Pe te r M usae us
Unive rsity of Aarh us
<pe te rm us@ psy.au.dk >

Th e  th e sis  is  a case  study of 13 participants in a gold-
sm ith  w ork sh op. Th e  th e sis  argue s th at not only is  re -
cognition an im portant conce pt for unde rstanding 
th e  form ation of pe rsons in craft appre ntice sh ip, but 
to sociocultural approach e s  to le arning. Re cognition 
is  conce ive d inte rsubje ctive ly as a double  re lation to 
se lf and oth e r, nam e ly a) to th e  act of granting ac-
k now le dge m e nt to anoth e r pe rson and b) re ce iving 
ack now le dge m e nt as a pe rson. At th is  le ve l of analy-
sis, re cognition h as to do w ith  struggle s to prove  one -
se lf as a ce rtain k ind of pe rson. But re cognition is  
also conce ive d at a com m unal le ve l, w h e re  re cogni-
tion com e s into e xiste nce  due  to th e  e xiste nce  of ce r-
tain institutions w ith in th e  state . In sociocultural ap-  
proach e s  to le arning and cultural de ve lopm e nt to-
w ards se lf- m aste ry (Vygotsk y) or ide ntity ch ange  in-
te rw ove n w ith  th e  pe rson’s  place  and participation in 
th e  social w orld (Lave  &  W e nge r), re cognition h as 
not be e n sufficie ntly e xplicate d.

Five  m ajor line s of th ink ing inspire  th is  th e sis : 1) 
Th e  th e sis  draw s upon H e ge l’s social ph ilosoph y in 
orde r to unde rstand th e  se nse  of struggle  for re cogni-
tion e ntaile d in be com ing a pe rson. 2) Th e  th e sis  
draw s on cultural- h istorical psych ology, for instance  
in e xplaining le arning as a tool m e diate d activity 
le ading to se lf- m aste ry. 3) Th e  th e sis  focuse s  on ap-
pre ntice sh ip le arning as a situate d activity, a vie w  in-
spire d by situate d le arning th e ory and its vie w s on 
le arning as ch ange d participation in practice . 4) D ia-
logism  is  use d to conce ive  of th e  ongoing proce ss  of 
participating and com ing to k now  th rough  ope n-
e nde d, unfolding dialogue  (Bak h tin), s ituate d in spe -
cific tim e  and place  and in re lation to se lf ve rsus oth -
e r and m ak ing of ide ntity th at is  involve d in be -  
com ing an artisan craftspe rson. 5) Th e  study re lie s  
on e m pirical ph e nom e nology (Giorgi) in focusing on 
th e  m e aning of participants’ e xpe rie nce s of le arning.

Th e  th e sis  argue s th at pe rson form ation is  m e di-
ate d by struggle s be tw e e n participants w h o e nte r in-
to w ork  activity m e diate d by dialogue  and inte r-  
pe rsonal struggle s ve ste d in craft h istory. Th e  ide als 
of pe rson form ation in goldsm ith  appre ntice sh ip 
e ch o th e  h istorical te nsions ove r craft ve rsus art th at 
h ave  rive te d th e  goldsm ith  craft since  th e  Re nais-
sance  and w h ich , as argue d, s ituate  th e  participants’ 
struggle s of re cognition. Th e  goldsm ith  constructs a 

11. Ph .D. D isse rtation Abstracts

TH EORY &  PSYCH OLOGY

Spe cial Journal Issue
Volum e  16, no. 1, Fe bruary 2006

W h at Kind  of Th eory is Activity Th eory?
Lois H olz m an (Gue st Editor)

W h at Kind of Th e ory is  Activity Th e ory − Introduction
Lois H olz m an, pp. 5- 11

Vygotsk y and Consciousne ss  as Con- Scie ntia, as W it-
ne ssable  Know ing Along W ith  O th e rs
Joh n Sh otte r, pp. 13- 36

Th e  ‘Social’ in Post- Vygotsk ian Th e ory
H arry D anie ls, pp. 37- 49

Th e  Prope rtie s  of M e diate d Action in Th re e  D iffe re nt 
Lite racy Conte xts in South  Africa
Carol M acdonald, pp. 51- 80

Em bracing H istory th rough  Transform ing It: Contrast-
ing Piage tian ve rsus Vygotsk ian (Activity) Th e orie s  of 
Le arning and D e ve lopm e nt to Expand Constructiv-
ism  w ith in a D iale ctical Vie w  of H istory
Eduardo Vianna and Anna Ste tse nk o, pp. 81- 108

Activating Postm ode rnism
Lois H olz m an, pp. 109 - 123
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conte ntious ide ntity since  sh e  is  both  an ordinary pe r-
son (a sk ille d, m anual w ork e r) and a pe rson w ith  a 
claim  to going be yond h e rse lf, stak ing h e r life  and in 
th is  proce ss  producing w ork s  of art (as a virtuous, 
h ard w ork ing and autonom ous artisan). Furth e r-
m ore , th e  m aste r constructe d th e  goldsm ith  ide ntity 
as an artifice r or e nch ante r of th e  w orld. 

Th e  th e sis  conclude s th at le arning, conce ive d as 

a pe rson’s  ch ange  in re lation to th e  w orld due  to a 
ch ange  in using arte facts, is  inte rconne cte d w ith  th e  
act of re cognition e xpre sse d in granting and be ing 
grante d particular k inds of ide ntity.  Re cognition is  
se e n not only in te rm s of transform e d de sire  or e xte r-
nalisation but also concre te ly in te rm s of be com ing 
m e m be rs of th e  m aste r’s  w ork sh op and fam ily. 

Th e  disse rtation w as de fe nde d in 2005.
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