Autism Spectrum Education 2003 Institute

Emerging Strategies for Successfully Teaching High-functioning Autism Students
Saturday, Nov. 1

9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College

Lynchburg, Virginia.

SESSION Workshop Descriptions
Morning

a. ELEM/PRE-K Beth Gallo, an Autism professional from Texas, will discuss the identification, intervention, IEP process and therapies for pre-K and elementary children.

b. LYNCHBURG EDUCATORS PANEL  Key members of the Linkhorne Middle School team will discuss how they successfully implemented the Iowa-developed IEP and classroom pilot at LMS, believed to be the first in Virginia.  Panelists include Nick Pontius, the classroom’s first teacher; Roxanne Rodes, the current A.S.-dedicated classroom teacher; Betty Oliver, LMS vice principal; and Wyllys VanDerwerker, director for special education services for the Lynchburg City School System.

c. Why and How of implementing an appropriate program for students with AS in the middle school (Iowa Model). This session will walk you through the process of need and implementation of the needs of Asperger individuals from 5th grade going on to middle school and then to high school. The principal of the middle school, teacher and educational autism support person will share their journey of this process.
Afternoon


A and B will be repeated.
C. The Nuts and Bolts of Supporting students with Asperger Syndrome.
The presentation will familiarize participants with strategies.  Application of the strategies; i.e., social stories, comic strip conversations, schedules and visual cues with be demonstrated. Upon completion of this breakout session, the participants will be able to incorporate some "best practices" when returning to home or school. * A reference book will be given to each participant on best practices, of strategies that have been discussed.
Keynote:Jan Turbes
Understanding the Culture of Autism...Strategies that work!
What is it like to see through a persons eyes that has Autism? The participants will take away a better understanding of why persons within the ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder) do what they do, and why. Challenges in the school environment often lead to behaviors that are not understood or misinterpreted by staff. Needs and accommodations to make the school year will be shared to make a successful for all involved.

Driving directions go to: http://www.rmwc.edu/about/location.asp 

