PLEASE POST   *  ANNOUNCEMENT  * PLEASE POST

The Cultural-Historical Special Interest Group (SIG) of the American Education Research Association (AERA) will offer a 4 hour Mini-course at AERA 2003 in Chicago.  Wednesday, April 23, from 8-12 noon. $30.00

Target Audience:  Graduate students who are working in the tradition of Vygotsky (1978; 1987a; 1987b; 1991; 1993; 1997; 1998) , Luria (1978), Leontev (1977), and Bakhtin (1981; 1986; 1990) (i.e., Cultural Historical Activity Theory), or who are considering research projects that would benefit from a greater familiarity with this tradition. 

This mini-course will provide graduate students an introduction to Cultural Historical Activity Theory (CHAT), and help those who have been working in this tradition to advance in their projects. It is intended to be the first of a series of mentoring venues sponsored by the Cultural Historical SIG. 
A central concern of the course will be to relate CHAT theory to doctoral students’ research questions and to show its relevance to educational issues in a range of settings and to issues of diversity.  While basic concepts will be addressed as part of the introduction to CHAT, they will be discussed in more depth in relation to the questions and empirical data introduced by graduate students in the second part of the course. 

Seven instructors with extensive background in CHAT research and scholarship will introduce basic concepts in relation to their own work and lead small group sessions in the second part of the course. Graduate students who wish to attend the course will submit ahead of time EITHER up to 5 pages of data (with 1-2 paragraphs questions and/or discussion) OR up to 1 page of conceptual and/or methodological exploration and/or questions.  

INTERESTED STUDENTS SHOULD CONTACT JIM ROGERS 

	-----
	                   EMAIL:  fajimr@CC.USU.EDU]                           -------


Instructors and topics:

Gordon Wells 

-- the role of discourse in learning and teaching and the analysis of classroom discourse

Vera John Steiner

-- the relations between private speech and collaborative interactions 

Elina Lampert Shepel 

-- mediation and reflection; reflective teaching; activity theory as it relates to teaching and learning

Ana Marjanovic-Shane

-- the significance of creating fictive (figured) worlds in language development
Stanton Wortham 

-- methods of discourse analysis drawn from linguistic anthropology

Jay Lemke

-- the relationship of CHAT to similar perspectives, critiques of CHAT, new directions

Judith Green

-- issues in the practice of developing supportive communities for new professionals
The workshop will be advertised in Educational Researcher and is on the AERA Annual Meeting website.

